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“BE YE THEREFORE PERFECT.” 


THAT man is a sinfufereature, that his heart is wholly corrupt, 
and that, without regenerating-grace, he is continually groping further 
and further into the darkness of guilt, are acknowledged truths with 
all who make the bible their rule of faith, or who have any correct ac- 
quaintance with the human character. With this weight of con 
viction on theii minds, with the picture of guilt and wretchedness 
to which mankind is heir before them, taany seem to forget that 
creatures so vile can ever be any other than rebels against God, 
can ever cherish any thing but iniquity in their hearts, and can ever, 
whileincarcerated in flesh, become so regenerated as to resemble holy, 
rather than sinful beings. They seem to forget that, to man thus 
sunk in crime and misery, opposed, as he naturally is, to holiness, 
there is presented a pattern of perfect purity ; and presented to him 
too, with the most solemn command that he should imitate it, that 
he should copy the example in his conduct and conversation, and 
earnestly endeavor to render his whole life as pure, and spotless, as 
the original. Many there are, and Christians too by profession, 
who show by their actions that they have not this pattern before 
them, that they are making no serious efforts to cleanse their hearts 
from all sin, and to render themselves holy as Christ is holy. 
Chey seem to have lowered the standard of Christian excellence 
to such a degree, that little more than a decent, moral and re 
spectable character, is necessary to satisty them that they walk 
worthy their profession. They appear to cherish the dangerous 
sentiment, that it is not theirimperious duty “to come out from the 
world,” and “to touch not the unclean thing,” that Christ has ran 
somed them, that his righteousness will cover their sins even if the: 
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z0 on mncreasiuy ticic number and their turpitude ; and in his vivoc 
they shall at last be made white, though iniquity is now in thei 
hearts. They are willing to confess their sins, yet do not forsake 
them, lulling themselves into a fatal repose by believing that con 

fidence in the Saviour ensures their safety, even while they remait: 
in the enemy’s territory. Thus, becoming careless, and indifferent, 
they never think of assimilating their character to that of Christ, 
believing it almost indispensable to continue vile and sinful while on 
earth, and hoping to be pure only when they arrive at heaven. But 
where have they learned these principles ? where have they learned 
that they may sin with impunity, because they trust in Christ fo. 
salvation? that while im the flesh they cannot be sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit, but that sinners they must be, as they have been, until 
they enter the portals of the New-Jerusalem? Surely they neve: 
learned this in the school ef Christ and his disciples. ‘The gospel 
proclaims no such message as this to sinful men. It holds out no 
hope to those, who, though they believe in the Saviour, are yei 
disobedient to his commands. ‘They must first put off the garment 
of unrighteousness, before they can put on that of Christ. Repent- 
ance is necessary to salvation; but what repentance of sin is that 
along with which sin itself is cherished? Supreme love to the Sa- 
viour is enjoined; but what love does he exercise towards his Sa 

viour who himself becomes the very opposite to divine excellence 
What gratitude can he render for being freed from the dangerous 
consequences of sin, while he voluntarily involves himself again in 
all its guilt and wretchedness ? It is inconsistent and absurd to 
suppose that one has any just ground of hope, who can be reconciled 
io any degree of sinfulness in himself. He cannot walk in the light 
unless he has put away entirely the works of darkness. He can 

not be a follower of Jesus without treading in his steps, without 
aiming at that perfection of christian character, which he exhibited 
to the world, and which he has commanded his followers to imitate. 
lence we see that those are not unmeaning words in which Christ 
says to his disciples, “Be ye therefore perfect even as your Father 
who is in heaven ts perfect ;” but are an express command on all 
Christians to aim at the same perfection. 

Nothing then short of holiness of heart should satisfy the christian. 
He should never rest until every sinful propensity, every remaining 
corruption is subdued in his bosom. He is bound to consecrate 
himself as the temple of the Lord, inte which nothing that is sin- 
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ful should ever enter. And this he can do; for Christ has com- 

manded nothing which he will not enable his followers to accom- 

plish. By thus aiming at perfection he cannot walk unworthy his 
high vocation ; his light must shine upon the darkness around him, 

and he will glorify his Saviour, by showing to a gazing world the 

eflicacy of his religion, in overcoming the corruptions of fallen nature, 

and in enstamping anew on man the image of his Creator. But, it 

he is willing to stop short of perfection, if ht can quietly rest with 

a little sinfulness about him, if he thinks he can still safely be allied 

to corruption, if he believes that plants of righteousness cannot grow 

so far from heaven as he is, his situation is indeed dangerous. He 
will almost inevitably become less and less vigilant, less and less 

holy, until finally he will give over his contest with the enemy, and 

consider ‘himself as necessarily sinful. Between sin and holiness’ 
there is no definite point which one can make the object of his aim. 

if he falls below the former he can attain to nothing but the latter. 

If the least shade of sinfulness is not viewed as a blot on christian 

character, that shade may grow darker and darker, and still no blo} 

be perceptible. If the sentiment is admitted, that christians may 

remain sinful, the only barrier between the kingdoms of light and 

darkness is thrown down. There is no longer a distinction between 

saints and sinners. ‘The followers of Christ and the followers of 
Belial are placed in the same path. 

How important then is it that christians should always have be- 
fore them the example of Christ, his perfect obedience to the law, 
his devotedness to the business of his Father, his universal benevo 
lence, and his compassion and love for his most inveterate enemies. 
Here they see an assemblage of excellencies which no where else 
can be seen, an assemblage, which .a world should not only admire 
but imitate. ‘With this ever in view, and feeling, as they ought, 
the strongest obligations to make their own characters conformable 
to it, they cannot but be active and faithful and prayerful. Measur- 
ing themselves by such a pattern, they see their own deficiencies, 
and alarmed that these are so numerous and great, they put forth 
renewed efforts to come nearer to the divine excellence. Closely 
do they inspect their hearts, and sit in the most impartial judgmen‘ 
on their thoughts, words and actions, Every sin, as soon as discov 
ered, is repented of and forsaken, and one victory after another ts 
obtained over remaining corruptions, until at length they so com 
pletely vanquish their sniritual foes, that iheir sonts enjoy the peace 
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i24 Be ye therefore perfect. 


of heaven even before they are admitted “to walk its golden 
streets.” This is the perfection which Christ required of his fol- 
lowers, and to which all are bound to attain. ‘The wintry storms of 
earth are indeed unfavorable to the growth of christian character, 
and without the utmost caution, the tender bud will wither and 
droop, never blooming in fragrance nor ripening with fruit. But 
care and waitchfulness can secure it from injury, and nurture its 
growth, until it is transplanted to the soil of heaven. It is indeed 
pleasant both to saints and angels, to see sinners entering on the 
christian race ; to see them forsaking all their sins, and with eyes 
steadfastly fixed on the Captain of their salvation, carefully follow- 
ing in the path of heliness in which he walked through the world up 
to his heavenly mansions. And doubly pleasant would it be, to see 
them persevering in this path, never lowering their eyes from the 
Saviour, never yielding to aught that is sinful, and anxious only to 
render themselves objects of complacence in the view of an Holy 
God. But alas! the hopes, which perhaps angels cherished, that 
they would go forward in holiness, too often end in disappointment. 
Too often does the young convert, after walking carefully for a 
time, and keeping his garments clean, grow remiss in his exertions, 
lose sight of the holy object of his emulation, and, becoming defiled 
with the filthiness of earth, is no longer an ornament to the chris- 
‘ian religion ; for there is not seen in his life its original purity. 
Young christians, beware of such a fatal relapse into coldness and 
-in! Never forget that you are bound most solemnly to aim at 
nothing short of perfection; that you are commanded to imitate 
your Saviour in all his purity and heavenly mindedness, and meek- 
ness and love. Let it be your constant endeavour to attain to this, 
and you will never have occasion to mourn over your stupidity and 
sleth ; you will never dishonor your profession, but will be continu- 
allv increasing your usefulness and enjoyment while remaining 
here below, and at last will hear the loud plaudit pronounced upon 
you: “Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord.’ Aged christians, you, who have grown gray in your 
Master’s vineyard, who have made it the object of your life to be 
conformed to the pattern of divine excellence that Christ has left 
you, can you not cordially assent to these truths? Is there any 


thing you sc much desire as a complete perfection of that character 

which you have always been endeavouring to improve, and which 

- youn have borne so rear to heaven that it now reflects the image of 
} 
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divine purity P Have not your happiness and usefulness, as far as 
you are allowed to judge, been in exact proportion to the degree of 
heavenly temper you possessed? Encourage then the young to 
make perfection their only standard of christian character, and 
never to relax their efforts until the object is attained. And warn, 
as if from the confines of eternity, the negligent and careless of their 
danger and of their guilt ; for you well know that they are away 
from the path of obedience and holiness, the only path of safety and 
peace. Y.S. 


OF LITTLE FAITH 


TO preserve, at all times, a proper ardour of devotion, a watch. 
ful guard over the thoughts and actions, and an unwavering trust 
in the promises and word of God, requires the christian’s continual 
care and exertion. There are moments, when the mind of a re- 
flecting believer, is more or less inclined to scepticism ; when vague 
and groundless doubts are started by the grand enemy—and feel. 
ings arise, upon which he reflects with horror, when awakened from 
his reverie. Often, when the mind of the christian is broken down, 
weakened and depressed by sickness, and sorrow, the baseness and 
worthlessness of the world, and the neglect of friends, operating’up- 
on him thus enervated, half incline him to beljeve that he is regarded 
by no one, not even (impious thought!) by the Ged who preserves 
him! At such times, Satan and his emissaries are most busy.— 
Every avenue to the heart is assailed, every doubt magnified, every 
impious thought suggested and cherished, until the bewildered mor- 
tal distrusts his own reason, fears to pray, and unless some ray of 
divine benevolence, flashing on his mind, discover to him the 
way of escape, he is lost in the labyrinths of scepticism and infi- 
delity. 

The following statement I have often heard from a much respect. 
ed and venerable friend, whose good sense and information preserve 
him from every tincture of superstition, and whose practical vir- 
tues in public and domestic life, afford a satisfactory criterion of the 
goodness of his heart. 

«In the autumn of 1811, God was pleased to visit me with severe 
judgments. Two of my brothers, my dearest earthly friends, in 
the prime of life, sunk into the silent tomb. Misfortunes crowded 
upon me, and borne down by their weight, I gave way to a melan- 
choly dejection, which veiled with gloom the face of all nature. An 
alarming epidemic prevailed in the vicinity, and as I could not con- 
sistently avoid the danger, I was seized, and laid low by the hand 
of disease —My body was emaciated and my powers of mind weak- 
ened. My confidence in God, did not, however, forsake me, and 
He kindly relieved my pain and raised me from a bed of sickness 
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But, although my strength of body enabled me io ride, my mind 
still remained weak and os arg A settled melancholy hung ove: 
me, and my thoughts wandered, without the guidance of reason 
The ways ef Providence appeared to me dark and mysterious ;—- 
and the Tempter took this occasion to intrude upon my mind scep- 
tical doubts and conjectures, to which I had hitherto been a stranger. 
With astonishment I now reflect on the sentiments which then 
found shelter in my breast ; that I could for once distrust the sa- 
cred word of God, and doubt my soul’s immortality ! At that time, 
indeed, when this broad conclusion was presented to my mind, } 
rejected it with horror, as too monstrous and unnatural to be enter 

tained for one moment. Yet I distrusted, I doubted, I feared, and 
sometimes prayed, but not with necessary faith. Most unfortunate- 
ly for me, I was frequently associated in my lonely wanderings, 
with one whose delight was to oppose virtue. Assuming the 
smooth garb of anxious inquiry, he feigned a sympathy in my sor- 
rows and a participation in my fears. He in some measure gained 
my confidence, and while he professed to be an earnest inquire: 
after truth, and an implicit believer in the doctrine of the bible, he 
was continually starting objections, insinuating falsehoods, and 
suggesting doubts, which almost undermined the then tottering 
fabric of my belief. Encouraged by the evident impression he 
had made on my mind, at that time so weak, he was emboldened to 
drop the mask, and boldly to support the doctrine of the soul’s an- 
nihilation! Then the full danger, the absurdity, the horror of his 
system burst on my view. The film fell from my eyes, I saw that 
he had deceived, distressed, and nearly ruined me. In an agony oi 
sorrow, I rushed from him and hastened to my home. There, in the 
retirement of my closet, and on my bended knees, I humbled my- 
self before my Creator. I supplicated his boundless mercy, his 
enlightening directing spirit ; if i 

his heavenly grace, to extricate me from ,the woful labyrinths in 
which I had been wandering. My feelings became more composed 
as my animal strength was exhausted, and with a strong reliance on 
ihe mercy of God, I retired to rest. I fell into a profound sleep, 
and what succeeded—whether a dreamin wre! or real vision, I am 
unable to avouch—had upon me all the effect of reality, and made 
an impression which I am confident time can never eradicate. A 
sweet melodious voice, from some invisible personage in the room, 
seemed to address me nearly in the following terms :—«< You was 
much fatigued and wearied when you last retired, and have slept 
unusually sound and quiet.” “It is true,” I replied, «I was very 
much fatigued and have slept soundly.” “ You have often heard,” 
the voice continued, “ that + wlan resembles death. The resemblance 
is striking ; the functions of nature are, by sleep, in a great measure 
suspended, the members are motionless and dormant, the will no 
longer directs the thoughts or actions, and the sleeping body scarce- 
ly differs from thelifeless clay.” The voice paused, and I rejoined, 
“The resemblance is indeed striking, very striking.” After a 
considerable pause, the voice continued in the same mild tone: 
“ Your sleep Site the night past, has been to you very refreshing. 


implored in tears the assistance of 
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You recollect distinctly, that you dreamed.” “I do, perfectly 
well ;”? was my reply, and the outlines of the dream recurred tomy 
mind. “It seems then,” the voice continued, “that while your 
body was in the arms of sleep, which so closely resembles death, 
your mind, your immortal part, was active and in motion.” To 
this I assented. ‘How rational then, is it to believe,” said the 
voice, raised to a tone which sunk deep into my breast, “that the 
immortal soul will continue to exist and act, when the body reposes 
in the everlasting sleep of death !” 

Whatever was my former state, I was then éntirely awake, and 
the words seemed to sound in my ears! I raised myself on my 
elbow, and the bright moon-beams played on the wall opposite my 
window ; all was still and calm. Where then were my doubts ? 
‘They no longer had a place in my breast. Mistrust, anxiety, and 
despair ceased to agitate me, and I felt that serenity, that assurance 
of hope, which is the christian’s foretaste of heaven. With the 
sincerest gratitude, I returned thanks to the throne of grace, for the 
relief and assistance I had so opportunely received. And since 
that night, in whatever tempest of life I may have been tost, never 
for a moment have those deubts, which before harassed me, found 
a welcome in my breast. M. 


FOR THE PILGRIM. 
PARENTAL DUTY. 


THERE is no duty more important, or more obligatory, than 
that of parents to teach their children the fear of the Lord, and the 
principles of religious truth. Yet solemn and binding as this duty 
is, it is too often neglected, even by those who have pledged them- 
selves to observe all the requirements of the gospel. It would be 
natural to suppose that parental affection alone would prompt to 
every exertion and duty, calculated to render the character of a 
child worthy that of a_rational and accountable being; and that no 
other motive would be necessary, to induce at least every Christian 
parent “to train up his children in the way they should go.” And 
the opinion can hardly be considered as correct, that one, who neg- 
lects this most sacred of duties, ought to be reckoned among the 
household of faith. Surely, if any parent, in view of the fatal con- 
sequences which so often result from this neglect, in view of that 
eternity of happiness or misery to which his children, along with: 
himself, are hastening, even while the urgent commands of the bible 
are sounding in his ears; if any parent surrounded with all these 
motives, can suffer his offspring to grow up before him, without ear- 
nestly, continually, and prayerfully enforcing upon their minds the 
principles of gospel truth, without solemnly warning them of the fa 
tal effects of sin, and checking with the kindest concern its first ri- 
sing propensity in their bosoms, and without endeavouring to ren- 
der their conduct conformable to the precepts of religion ; surely, 
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whatever be his professions, he acts inconsistently with that of the 
Christian, and deserves not that the broadest mantle of charity 
should be thrown over his guilt. 

It is an established principle, that character is formed by educa- 
tion and circumstance. And these, as far as their infiuence is exer- 
ted on the minds of children, are generally under the control of 
parents. Hence it is in their power to render their children virtu- 
ous, amiable and lovely, and by the promised blessing on their in- 


structions, to make them heirs to an heavenly inheritance. Or if 


they neglect their duty and become inattentive and unfaithful, their 
own souls will be rent with anguish by seeing in their offspring on- 
ly the germinating buds of depravity, maturing as they advance in 
years, and forming a character on which even parental fondness 
cannot look with complacency,—a character which can yield no 
comfort to declining age, and which will render its possessor use- 
less, if not dangerous to society, and fit him at last to lie down in 
eternal sorrow. Such, then, being the effects of their instruction, 
and of their negligence, parents must consider themselves as ac- 
countable for the conduct of their children; and sad and awful will 
be their account at the final judgment, who have been unfaithfu! 
and negligent. 

I have been led to these reflections, from the recollection of an 
event, which occurred some years since, and which will never lose 
its interest, so long as friendship has power to regale my feelings. 
or sorrow can find an entrance into my bosom. 

S was the only son of respectable and affluent parents. He 
vas a child of promise. On him his parents fixed their hopes, and 
with delight bordering on transport, counted over the Tasinees 
which his obedience, affection, and virtues would afford them in 
their declining years. His mother watched the cradle of his infan- 
cy with all the solicitude and tenderness which maternal affection 
can awaken; and his father beheld the playfulness of his child- 
hood with sensations that a parent’s heart only knows, while his 
iove readily forgave the little abberrations incident to youth. 

They had the pleasure of finding in him a disposition amiable and 
affectionate, and a mind frank and ingenuous. His heart was not 
veiled in deceit, nor its feelings undiscovered in his actions; and 
no other than its own sentiments were uttered by his lips. With 
these excellencies were united many exterior graces and accom- 
plishments. The smiles of beauty and innocence played on his 
countenance ; and to the eye of parental love, such charms and 
graces seemed indeed irresistible, and if he was nearly idolized, 
there are perhaps few who would blame the fondness of his parents. 
or deprive them of the pleasure which that fondness would give. 

The childhood of S was passed under the paternal roof, amid 








ihe caresses and indulgence of affection and kindness. His parents, 
however, had determined on giving him a liberal education; and 
at the age of twelve, in order to prosecute his studies, he was forced 
to relinquish home, with ail its pleasures, and go to a distance, 
where a father’s kindness could not indulge his inclinations, nor a 
mother’s love supply his every want. Thuis was painful in the cx 
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treme, to his parents as well as to himself. Who that has ever been 
called to bid adieu to home, ‘that sweetest, dearest spot’? on the 
earth’s surface; that has left a place endeared to him by a thousand 
tender recollections, has not had similar felings? Who does not 
well remember the painful moment when he tore himself from the 
embraces of maternal fondness, and received the last benediction of 
a father’s love, to go to a land of strangers, or to enter upon the wi. 
der stage of life ? 

With much reluctance and many tears, § bid adieu to his 
parents and went toa grammar school about sexty miles distant, 
where he entered upon his studies preparatory to his admission into 
college. It was at this interesting period of his life, that I became 
acquainted with him; and by our mutual attachment and frequent 
intercourse, a flame of friendship was enkindled, which, in the ar- 
dor of youthful feeling, we fondly thought would be extinguished 
only with the lamp of life. At this school he prosecuted his studies 
with reputation, while his amiable deportment and unexceptionable 
conduct procured him many friends, and endeared him to all his 
acquaintance. Here he remained four years, and during all this 
veriod, the breath of slander never sullied the purity of his charac- 
ter, and theattacks of envy disturbed not his peace. ‘There was some- 
thing so mild and engaging in young S that malevolence dared 
not censure him, and the tougue of calumny before it could hiss 
forth its venom ‘vas palsied and silent. 

At the age of sixteen, 8 left this school to join college. 
Hitherto his morals had been uncorrupted by his intercourse with 
the world, and he had not learned to practice those base arts of dis- 
simulation so prevalent among all ranks of men. He still possessed 
that noble frankness, and that feeling sincerity which had always 
marked his conduct, and he thought that others were equally ingen- 
uous and sincere. Innocence is ever unsuspecting, and truth knows 
not the fear of guile. At college S entered upon a scene en. 














tirely new. Before, he had been unacquainted with the vices ef 
the world, and had supposed that men lived only in the exercise of 


the social affections, and that hatred and malevolence were to them 
unknown. He had regarded them as a band of brothers, anxious 
advance each other’s good, and ready to sacrifice individual, that 
general interest might be promoted. Soon however he was forced 
to regard them in a different light. He found that disinterested 
benevolence has no place in man’s polluted heart, that selfishness is 
the most prominent frait in his character, and that to profit himself, 
he is willing to sacrifice every virtuous principle, and often-times 
erects the temple of his own faine on the ruia of that of others. But 
though he discovered this, he was still incautious, thinking that his 
own virtue would afford sufficient security, and that he should pass 
life, uncontaminated by its vices, and aloof from those contests through 
ambition in which al! so eagerly engage. 

At college the circle of his associates became extensive. But in 
such an institution there is often found every variety of character, 
from the most virtuous down to the most profligate and abandoned. 
Vice, in all its hideous forms is sometimes there seen, and often too 
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‘{ appears in the garb of truth and virtue. S had no art to de- 
tect the sophistry that would beguile, or the flattery that would 
deceive. To all he was equally open and ingenuous: all could 
read the feelings of his heart, and the vicious and unprincipled 
found him defenceless and unguarded. It was his misfortune to 
become associated with a band of sensual and dissolute companions, 
who gradually instilled into his mind their own poisonous senti 
ments, and at length rendered him, once so amiable, virtuous and 
lovely, their equal in vice and immorality. His character had ne 
ver been decidedly formed, and he had no religious principles te 
guide him in safety through his dangerous path. ‘Thus defenceless 
and exposed, he was easily beguiled, corrupted and undone. 

After this transformation of character, he no longer acquired re- 
putation as a scholar; his studies were neglected, counsel and in- 
struction despised, and reproof unavailing. ‘The company of the 
profane was sought, and scenes of dissipation afforded him his 
highest pleasures. Having loitered away three years in the indulgence 
of all that is vile and sensual, he left college mn disgrace without the 
knowledge of his parents; and with a few of his companions in 
vice, he went to a neighbouring city, where he might enter upon 2 
wider field of dissipation. How long he continued there is un 
known ; for, after his departure from college, little was ever heard 
of him. It was only ascertained that he died in a common hospital, 
triendless and and abandoned. Thus miserable was the end of one 
to whom nature had been lavish of her gifts, and who, at the com. 
mencement of his career, promised all that is amiable and virtuous 
in youth, or that is esteemed and admired in manhood. But 
what language can describe, or imagination paint the distress and 
anguish which this event brought upon the parents of S ? Pa- 
rents, only, in similar circumstances, can conceive of their wretched- 
ness. ‘Ihe son on whom they doated with so much fondness, the 
cenire of their affections and hopes, thus torn from them, loaded 
with infamy, and dying in disgrace, was indeed too much for paren- 
ial tenderness to sustain. The anguish of the mother threw he: 
into a state of delirium, from which she will probably never be en- 
iirely recovered ; and the grief of the father spread a gloom ovei 
his hopes and prospects which time can never dispel. 

It may be natural to inquire into the cause of the misfortunes and 
ruin of S——. It may be easily discovered. His parents, though 
virtuous and amiable, had given him no religious instruction. They 
liad never instilled into his mind the principles of gospel truth. He 
never had been taught to lisp a prayer to his heavenly Benefactor, 
or to kneel at the altar of devotion. A father’s supplications had 
never been offered for a blessing on his beloved son, nor a mother’s 
piety awakened in his bosom one serious thought. Had he receiv- 
ed a religious education, he would not have been so easily beguiled 
from the path of virtue, nor followed so readily the allurements ot 
vice. Had religious principle been his guide, an expression of 
profaneness would never have been uttered, and the intoxicating 
bowl would have been dashed from his lips. Had religious prince 
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ple been his guide, he would have lived, happy and beloved, a bles- 
sing to his parents and to the world. 

Oh that this example might influence every parent to be more 
iaithful in the religious education of his children.! For with- 
out Tuts, they have no real security from the dangers of the world, 
and the blandishments of vice; no pilot to preserve them, amid 
the turbulence of youthful passion, from the vortex of dissipation ; 
and faint is the hope that they will ever arrive at the haven of eter- 
nal rest. Y. S. 





THOUGHTS ON REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


No. JI. 


IN my former number it was mentioned, that I should hereafter 
consider, with some minuteness, those kinds of labour which have 
been particularly blessed by an effusion of the Holy Spirit. 

When we attentively consider the great events which have taken 
place within the last thirty years, it seems as if a new era in the 
christian church had commenced. The former state of listlessness 
and sloth has given way to activity and exertion. Within this 
period we have seen the christian nations waking up from the slum- 
ber of ages, to the great duty of distributing the Bible to the poor 
and destitute. ‘This distribution has been made, not only to the 
poor among themselves, but also to the heathen nations, who were 
sitting in darkness and the shadow of death ; on whom the Sun of 
righteousness has never shined. ‘These efforts to spread the Scrip- 
tures, which have extended throughout most of the nations of Eu 
rope, and the United States of America, are altogether new and 
unprecedented. Should they continue for fifty years, and go on 
increasing as they have done, there is no reason to doubt, but by 
that time, the people of every nation and kingdom will be able to 
read the words of eternal life, in the language in which they were 
born. This new era is distinguished by another feature not less 

rominent ; it is an era of Missions. In the year 1792, the London 
Missionary Society, the first in point of time, and of importance, 
among modern institutions of this character, was established. The 
intelligence of this fact soon reached our shores; and in various 
parts of our country, Missionary Societies sprang up, by the ener- 
getic exertions of christians, under the smiles of Divine Providence. 
These Societies, in this country and in Europe, have continued to 
the present period. ‘They have become permanent; they have in 
ereased in numbers: they have increased in usefulness. This 
tree has taken deep root ; it has grown and become strong ; the 
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height thereof has reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof unto 
the ends of the earth; upon it, the rain from heaven has descended, 
and the beams of the Sun of righteousness have shone, imparting to 


zt warmth and vigour : much fruit has heen gathered from it: and 
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the leaves of the tree shall be for the healing of the nations. A tharc 
characteristic of the present age of the church, is the efforts which 
have been made, and which have been multiplied toa prodigious 
extent, for the education of pious young men for the Gospel Minis- 
try, particularly those who have been found in the humble walks of 
life, and have been depressed by poverty. Should these exertions 
continue for a few years, most of those places in our country, which 
are able and willing to support the ministry of the gospel, will be 
supplied with Pastors who have been well educated, and who are 
not novices.—I can only glance at these subjects, and must proceed 
to mention a fourth circumstance by which the present period is 
distinguished. I refer particularly to those labours and efforts of 
christians, which, accompanied by the prayer of faith, have preced- 
ed revivals of religion, and have been effectual in drawing down 
the blessing from on high. In examining the signs of the times, 
this one, is not the least remarkable, which is brought to our notice. 
{tis new. Until lately private christians have been satisfied that they 
were in the path of duty, in leaving the work to be all done by their 
ministers. But their ministers were weak and feeble, and soon be- 
caine exhausted. They were unable, without assistance, to gather 
in a considerable harvest. I rejoice that private christians are 
getting new light upon this subject; that they are beginning to open 
their eyes to the importance, to the absolute necessity of personal 
effort. I rejoice that christians are beginning to feel that they are 
bound to be active in their Master’s service; and to build up his 
cause and kingdom in the world. “1 thank God,” says Protessor 
Stuart, “that 1 have lived to see the day in which laymen are be- 
xinning to feel as if they had something to do, as well as ministers, 
in propagating the truths of the gospel. This did they in primitive 
days. (See Acts viii. 1-4.) It is a most preposterous thing, for « 
man to suppose, that he is not under obligation, to use all his pow- 
ers in the service of the church.”’* 

It is desirable to give a clear exposition of the nature of those 
efforts which have been blessed in promoting revivals of religion — 
In order to do this, | know of no method more satisfactory, than te 
state what has been done in particular instances where revivals 
have taken place : for although the labours have varied in different 
places, in the degree of ardour with which they have been carried 
on, yet they have been substantially of the same general character. 
Tt may be useful to divide this subject into two parts; those labours 
which are intended for collections of people, and those which are 
solitary and addressed to an individual. 

Where the gospel is regularly preached on the Sabbath, and 
where this is done in a plain and pungent manner, it will usually 
be found that the congregation will be willing to hear; an attention 
will be excited which ought by all means tobe encouraged. ‘This at- 


tention is increased in a remarkable manner, by the establishment of 


conferences and prayer-meetings. These meetings are held by 
ministers, and by private christians. In the town of W***** a 
hearing ear generally existed in the fall of 1821, when two brethren: 


* See lettcr of Professer Stuart, in the Christicn Spectator, July, 1821 
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from a distance were invited by the minister to visit his church, 
and attempt to rouse them to the performance of their appropriate 
duties. It was urged on the church, that they should immediately 
go to work, and labour earnestly for a revival of religion ; that the 
brethren should establish cinlannes and prayer-meetings, and 
that this should be done systematically ; and that the sisters in every 
little neighbourhood should form circles for prayer among themse! - 
ves, particularly that their children and husbands might be brought 
into the ark of safety. Soon after this, a meeting of the brethren 
of the church was called, and the question wat asked, how many 
would strive to promote a revival by taking an active part in con- 
ferences and prayer-meetings. Only four were willing to engage 
to labour in these services. This small number came to the follow- 
ing resolution; that they would appoint two conferences weekly, 
on the same evening, in different parts of the town ; those two 
brethren who laboured in the northern district this week, to go the 
the southern next week. This plan had been pursued >but a little 
season, before a marked solemnity was observed on the minds of 
many of those who attended ; and the audiences became more and 
more numerous. A short time after, two or three instances of 
pungent conviction occurred ; and soon, several began to rejoice in 
the hope that their sins were pardoned. The brethren and minis- 
ter redoubled their efforts ; three or four meetings were held every 
week. The revival spread, and enlarged, and extended to neigh- 
bouring towns. Conversions became frequent. Several old and 
obstinate offenders were brought to submit to the Lord Jesus. The 
tlame spread not only from house to house, but from village to vil- 
lage. Help from the neighbouring churches was solicited, and 
obtained ; and the glorious result has been, that about one hundred 
souls have, as there is the best reason to believe, been born again, and 
have passed from death unto life. Thus has the Lord in W***** 
slessed the labours of his children, and made them the instruments 
of unspeakable good to the souls of men. 

In the Spring of 1821, a christian brother removed from the city 
of N*******, where he had been long an inhabitant, to a town at 
a distance. He found a church of Christ, and a minister, in the 
place which he had fixed upon as a future residence; but they were 
asleep. The wise and the foolish virgins slumbered together, and 
they had slumbered for many years. Seeing this state of apathy in 
the christian church, and that sinners were dead in trespasses and 
sins, he immediately began, by conference and prayer-meetings, and 
by conversation, to endeavour to arouse those about him, to a sense 
of duty and a sense of danger. After much effort, one and another of 
the brethren began to wake up, and after a time the minister gave signs 
of spiritual life. It was soon observed that sinners were under convic- 
tion of sin, and conversions were multiplied. A great revival com- 
menced, which still continues, and nearly one hu nied are counted as 
the fruits of it. In this case, there can be no doubt, that if our 
brother had gone to sleep on his arrival, that the church and people 
would have remained in the same state in which he found them, 
and no revival wonld have existed. Here, one man, whose manne: 
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of labouring was by conversation, by prayer, and by exhortation, 
was made by the Almighty the honoured instrument of waking up 
a church, and arousing them to prayers and labours, and in “this 
way of saving many souls from death, and of hiding a multi- 
tude of sins. 

As a third example, of the manner in which brethren have la- 
boured, and of the divine blessing attendant upon their exertions, 
I will state some facts which occurred during the revival in the 
town of New-Haven. I shall do this the more cheerfully, as no 
minute account of the beginning of that revival has ever been pre- 
sented to the public. In the month of May, 1820, several of the 
younger brethren of the two Congregational churches, held prayer- 
meetings to supplicate Almighty God for an out-pouring of the Holy 
Spirit. They visited one of their ministers, and conversed with 
him concerning the manner in which they had hitherto performed 
their duties as ; christians ; and after examining rte es, they 
acknowledged before God, and to each other, their sloth and supine- 
ness in the cause of Christ ; and formed resolutions of new obedi- 
ence, and more vigorous efforts for the salvation of sinners. At 
that time, there were no appearances in the town peculiarly en 
couraging, yet they had strong faith that the divine blessing would be 
granted, ‘and that they should soon feel its refreshing influences.— 
Individual christians were called upon, and roused “to action, and 
conferences and prayer-meetings were commenced. Soon afte: 
this period, it became certain, ev en the most incredulous were con 
vinced, that God in very deed was in this place, and that he was 
awakening many, and calling them from darkness to light, and from 
the power - of sin and Satan unto himself. The revival soon became 
powerful, and the ministers of the Congregational churches, together 
with Rey. Mr. Nettleton, Rev. Dr. Beecher, and several brethren. 
had full and constant employment i in visiting and conversing with 
those who were under convictions of sin, and in attending conferen- 
ces, prayer-meetings, &c. The two ministers I have named, after 
staying several weeks, and labouring abundantly and successfully, 
were obliged to leave the town. Soon after this time, when it was 
found that the usual conferences were ov erflowing, and that many 
were unable to get in and hear, about thirty of the. brethren organi- 

zed themselv es, and subscribed a written agreement, to be in 
readiness every Thursday evening, for the purpose of conducting 
conferences in various parts of the town. ‘The number of these 
meetings were from ten to twelve, on that evening, every week. It 
was customary for three brethren to be attached to each conference ; 
and they were all under the direction of one of the deacons, who 
located them in the manner he thought most useful. Besides these 
Thursday evening conferences, there were six or eight stations in 
the neighbouring villages, at the distance of from two to five miles, 
under the superintendance of another deacon, where meet- 
ings have been held by the brethren for exhortation and prayer 
usually twice a week. In these villages, there has been, during 
the revival, but little ministerial labour, yet God has granted 
his blessing in a signal manner; about one hundred and seventy 
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iive having been converted to the faith. Enquiry meetings were 
held on Monday evening of each week, when those who had 
been awakened to a sense of their guilt and danger, were assembled 
to converse with their pastors on the great subject of the salvation 
of their souls. During the time that these anxious meetings were 
held, many of the brethren and sisters of the churches, passed the 
time in prayer, supplicating a blessing on the labours of the ministers. 
It seemed as if on all these efforts the blessing from heaven de- 
scended, and persons of all characters, to the number of at least 
seven hundred, including all denominations of ¢hristians, have come 
out from the world a enlisted under the banners of the great 
Captain of our Salvation. ‘Those who were decent in their lives, and 
the scoffing infidel, have alike bowed the knee, and professed 
Christ before angels and men. One part of the plan of labours re- 
mains to be mentioned. Every Saturday evening, the brethren 
who had laboured during the week met together, and made a re- 
port of what had been done. This reporting meeting was custom- 
arily opened by two short prayers. Verbal statements were then 
made of each conference which had been held during the week, not 
only in the town, but in the villages and neighbouring piaces; and 
any remarkable circumstances which had occurred were related. 
These narrations were animating, and listened to with great at- 
tention by the brethren present. The appointments were then 
given out for the ensuing week ; two or three prayers offered to the 
throne of grace; and the meeting closed, by all present rising, and 
singing the hymn, beginning with, 


** Blest be the tie that binds, 
Our hearts in christian love.’’ 


As long as the reporting yany were held in a private room, the 
numbers assembled were from fifty to eighty. After they agreed 
to meet in the conference room, there has generally been collected 
from two to three hundred brethren and sisters of the churches.— 
These meetings are still continued ; and if any one measure has 
had a tendency to keep the brethren who labour, and the members 
of the churches generally, awake and active, ithas been this weekly 
meeting for reports. 

One happy result from the union of effort among the brethren of 
the Congregational churehes has been, to a remarkable degree, the 
prevalence of brotherly love. ‘The intercourse has been so intimate 
and long continued, that it is often difficult to determine whether 
a brother belonged to one church or the other. It ought to be ob- 
served, that the brethren of New-Haven are fully convinced, that 
long prayers, and long exhortations are tedious and unprofitable ; 
while short prayers, and exhortations of moderate length, are satis- 
factory and edifying. It ought likewise to be remarked, that read- 
ing printed or written sermons, has not been found to be so enliven 
ing and useful, as delivering extemporaneous addresses, which 
come warm from the heart, and which are spoken in an earnest and 
unpressive manner. 
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Besides these labours in conferences and prayer-meetings, to 
which brethren of the church of Christ are called, a species ot 
labour as important, and perhaps more uniformly blessed, is private 
conversation with the impenitent. The cases where personal ap 
plications have been found to be useful, are almost as numerous a+ 
the instances of conversion. When a large assembly is collected, 
and a minister of the gospel is addressing the consciences of his 
hearers in a plain and pungent manner, the sinner, although he may 
feel deeply the truths that are brought into view, yet is strongly in- 
clined to hold up a shield, which he intends shall either receive the 
arrow and retain it, or cause it to glance off and hit his neighbour 
who sits near him. But when an impenitent person is addressed 
individually, and the truths of the gospel are set home to his con- 
science, and he is told plainly, “thou art the man,” he has no op- 
portunity ef evading the attack. If his conscience is not seared as 
with a kot iron; if the capacity of feeling still remains, he wil! 
tremble under an exhibition of the terrors of the law; he will shew 
by his sighs and his tears, that the truths of the gospel are now, a: 
they ever have been, the sword of the Spirit. It is by a plain ex 
position of the law of God, with its tremendous penalties, accom- 
panied by the divine blessing, that the conscience is alarmed, and 
the sinner is induced to give up his dependence on himself, on any 
works which he has done or can do, and to repent of his manifold 
transgressions. It is in this manner, that he consents to cast him 
self on the mere mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ, and to trust in his 
willingness, ability, and faithfulness to save, even unto the uttermost. 
all that will come unto God by him. These personal exhortations 
and reproofs should be made privately ; when the individual is 
alone, or in company with none but a few very intimate friends 
An entire seclusion from society is the best state in which to confer 
with an awakened sinner. Here, there will be no fear of disclosure : 
no alarm, lest a neighbour should be witness to confessions which 
are always irksome and unpleasant to an unrenewed mind. The 
heart too will be unlocked, and will appear to view in its true 
character, disrobed of the coverings with which caution and pru- 
dence have enveloped it; and with apparent frankness exhibiting 
the base and grovelling passions and appetites by which it has been 
20 long governed. The christian brother will likewise have much 
advantage, on an occasion of this kind, from an entire exclusion of 
spectators. He will be able to make close inquiries concerning 
habits, and more pungent reproofs relative to omissions in duty. He 
will learn the nature of the disease in this particular case, better. 
and will be able to apply the specific remedy which the circumstan- 
ces imperiously demand. But it is unnecessary to enlarge on this 
point. Many instances might be mentioned, where the faithfu! 
labours of ministers, and private christians, in personal applications 
to the impenitent, have been most abundantly blessed. A few facts 
concerning this subject I will take the liberty to particularize. 

A christian residing in the country, some time since, passed by 
an old man who was cutting wood. After he had rode beyond him 
an eighth of a mile, it occurred powerfully to his mind, perhaps this 
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eld man is not a christian. He returned, and asked him if he had 
made any preparation for eternity. The old man replied, that he 
had no reason to hope that he had made his peace with God. The 
clergyman then said, “is it not high time of day ?”’ and depart- 
ed. The man when first accosted, raised his axe over his shoulder, 
as if on the point of striking it on the wood, but his attention was so 
arrested by the conversation, that he kept the axe in that position 
until the clergyman had rode to the distance of a quarter of a 
mile. He went to his house and passed a sleepless night, was soon 
under deep conviction of sin, and in the courseof a week or two, 
began to have peace and joy in believing. 

I'wo young ladies, who were thoughtless and light-minded, were 
called upon by two brethren, and conversed with on the subject of 
their salvation. They listened with attention, soon wept, and pro- 
mised no longer to neglect a subject of such infinitemoment. The 
impressions on the minds of both were permanent. ‘They became 
convinced of sin, and in two or three weeks gave good evidence of 
a radical change of heart. 

Another case was that of a young man of a moral character, but 
careless and indifferent, who was solemnly urged by his minister to 
attend to the great work for which he was created. ‘The impressive 
manner in which he was urged, he could not forget; the words of 
the minister would recur to his mind, until he became thoughtful, 
solemn, awakened, convinced of sin, and converted unto God. 
This happy result was but twe or three days after the conversation 
took place. 

The late J. M. Esq. who lived in a neighboring county, and 
who was eminently useful as a servant of Christ, informed the 
writer of this article, that he lived to be upwards of forty years of 
age, before his attention was excited to the great subject of the sal- 
vation of his soul ; and it was accomplished in the following man- 
ner. Being at that time occupied as a farmer, he went one morn- 
ing to a neighbouring town with a load of _ On his way, a 
man with whom he was acquainted spoke to him as follows: “Good 
morning, sir: I take notice that unless a man lays up property by 
the time he is forty years of age, he never accumulates any.”” This 
remark made an impression. It immediately occurred to Mr. M., 
if this is true relative to wealth, why is it not true concerning 
religion? I am now more than forty years of age, and have ne 
reason to a Se myself-a christian. fs it probable I ever shall 
be a christian? This train of thought occupied his mind for a time. 
He soon became convinced of sin, and fled to the Lord Jesus Christ 
for deliverance. “If Iam a christian,” to use his own language, 
“it is owing to that single remark, which in the hand of the Holy 
Spirit wrought out my conversion.”” I have mentioned this case to 
shew that a word dropped in season, may with the divine blessing 
be the means of producing the most excellent effects. 

I will state, as a further proof of the utility of personal applica- 
tion, that a man highly distinguished for his usefulness, and success 
in revivals of religion, has ever been indefatigable in visiting and 
conversing with individuals. As soon as he learns that sinners are 
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awakened and inquiring, he immediately calls upon them, and coi 
verses familiarly, pungently, and kindly with them, respecting thei 
views concerning religion, the worth of the soul, their hopes and 
fears relative to their safety, and their exposure to the wrath of 
Almighty God while in a state of impenitence. These v isits are 
repeated again and again, and the same persons who have been 
laboured with individually, are gathered together in the inquiry 
neeting, and addressed collectiv ely —Thelate revival at Thetford. 
in Vermont, as related by the minister, began in the fall of 1821. 
‘The church appointed a committee to call “on every family in the 
society, and to converse with them on the subject of religion ; and 
before taking leave, to pray with them. Before the committee had 
rone through the parish the revival began, and extended soon on 
every side, until it became a general and powerful work. Many 
other cases in point might be ‘related, but I fear the patience of your 
readers has been already exhausted. 
If | were asked by a brother in communion with a church whick 
had never been roused from a state of lethar gy, what kind of labour 
was first in importance, and what should be first commenced, I 
would answer, let every species of labour be entered upon immedi- 
ately, and let them be persevered in unremittingly. Let no brother 
decline doing his part, because he is not learned or eloquent. It 
he cannot exhort to the acceptance of his neighbours, he can pray ; 
and let this be done with earnestness. “ Whatsoever you do, do it 
with all your might.” If you expect and pray for a little re- 
vival; if you have any, it w ‘ill undoubt edly be small. If you ex 
sect a great and pow erful one, let many labourers be at work, oa 
let many hearts and eyes be turned towards the throne of grace, 
ooking for a rich and abundant shower. 


If we had not the most convincing evidence, that the churches of 


cur Lord and Master did fall asleep, and remain in this state for 
years, it would be diflicult to persuade a christian, in whose bosom 
the flame of divine love had been enkindled, that such a case was 
possible. But we cannot shut our eyes to evidence as clear as 
the beams of the vertical sun. Yes, churches and ministers become 
dull and cold. Atthough they are commanded to watch and pray 
that they enter not into temptation ; ; although they are placed as 
sentinels on the walls of Zion; vet they ‘betray the trust re- 
ps osed in them, and sleep as do others. They not only slumber, but 
they get into a —“ sleep; so that it requires the voice of the Al- 
migh iy to rousethem. It seems more difficult, many times, to awa- 
ken sleeping churches, than it is to excite the attention of sinners, 
who are dead in trespasses and sins. <A fact which bears upon 
ihis point, I will relate. 
in a neighbouring town, where conferences were held for a time 
by bre hire u froma dis tance, tt Was soon observed that there was a 
rreater degree of solemnity than usual on the minds of the i Lm peni- 
‘ent. They were aw akened. They were convinced obsin. From 
tifieen to twen ty remained in a state of conviction for t] iree Or four 
weeks, \ vit hout one instance of conversion. During this time the 
chureh + opt, and although efforts were tres juently made for _ 
purpose, they couid not be roused; vet at the close of this period, 
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small number, shaking off their sloth, met together with the express 
design of praying for these poor trembling sinners. Then conver 
sions began, and one and another was born into the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, and a small revival took place. Until christians began to 
pray, it might be truly said, “the children came to the birth, and 
there was not strength to bring forth.” 

As many churches have been awakened, within the two preceding 
years, by visits of the brethren of New-Haven; and as christians in 
various parts of our country have frequently inquired relative to the 
nature of these visits, I will take the liberty of; giving a brief ac- 
count of them, notwithstanding the length of this communication. 

For a long time previous to the autumn of 1821, the churches in 
the vicinity of New-Haven had been ina dull and lifeless state. 
This was so apparert, that had the enquiry been made, whether any 
spiritual life remained, the proper answer would have been, to use 
the language of a highly respected minister, “they are freezing in 
orthedoxy.”? Several of their ministers, hearing of the revival in 
New-Haven, earnestly requested some of the brethren to visit their 
churches, and to exhort them to activity and to prayer. Our breth- 
ren have usually gone out on these visits after the primitive manner, 
two together; in some instances three, but never singly. The 
meetings have generally been held in the meeting-houses, because 
no other building was sufficiently large to contain the numbers which 
assembled. ‘The manner in which the worship has been carried on 
in these assemblies, has been similar to that, which has been cus- 
tomary at conferences throughout New-England, for many years. 
The services are commenced by singing a psalm or hymn; then a 
prayer ; a portion of the scripture next succeeds ; after which some 
free Ren are made relative to the duties of christians, particu- 
larly the obligations they are under to labour and pray for the salva- 
tion of those who are perishing around them ; and the impenitent 
are exhorted earnestly to repent and believe, to flee from the wrath 
to come, and to lay hold on that eternal life which is freely offered 
to them by the Lord Jesus Christ. Remarkable cases of revivals 
and individual conversions are then narrated ; a second prayer is 
made, and the exercises are closed by singing a hymn. When the 
congregation is dismissed, a request is made that the brethren and 
sisters of the church will remain, as it is wished to see them alone, 
and to converse with them freely and familiarly. At this interview 
great plainness is used. ‘They are asked, whether their labours and 
prayers have been abundant for an out-pouring of the Holy Spirit? 
If they-have not, as is the case in almost every instance, they are 
informed that their sloth and inactivity is sinful; they are urged 
with earnestness to humble themselves before God for their past 
neglect of duties ; to repent; and in the strength of the Lord to 
form resolutions of new obedience ; and in order to shew that the cause 
of their Master is dear to their hearts, to be up and doing his work 
with vigorous effort. They are informed that if they really wish 
for a revival of religion, and labour for it with earnestness, and pray 
for it with faith and importunity, the Lord will give it to them, for 
“he is more ready to give his Holy Spirit to them that ask him, than 


St Ag pew 


“Sram 


0 CB ee ee 


Se a ee 














et 


as pnd Peta 


ee eS SR en 


= 
eee 


{ 


| 
: 
| 
: 











140 Indian Retribution. 


parents are to give good gifts to their children,” and that he has 
said, “ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.” The 
members of the church are then called upon to decide, who will be 
on the Lord’s side ? who will engage to set up prayer-meetings, te 
ask for a revival of religion? Those who will enter into these engage- 
ments, are requested to rise. In all cases when this request has 
been made, the brethren and sisters have risen up to an individual, 
and before separating, prayer-meetings and conferences have been 
agreed upon and located. Among these, there is one fixed for 
every Saturday evening, when the churches visited unite with the 
churches in New-Haven, in calling down a blessing from heaven.— 
A second visit is usually made to the same place, in the course of 
two or three weeks, and in a few instances a third. The effect of 
these visits has been, in most cases, excellent. The churches and 
ministers have soon started from their slumbers, and have been 
roused to activity in their Master’s cause. Their labours have 
been reduced to system, and have been conducted with regularity 
and order. The Lord has heard their prayers, and has granted 
them revivals of religion; and great numbers have been added to 
the churches, of such persons, as to the eye of christian charity, will 
be saved. “Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, it shall yet come to 
pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many 
cities : and the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, 
Let us go speedily to pray before the Lord, and to seek the Lord 
of Hosts: Iwill goalso.” It is within the bounds of truth to say, that 
revivals of religion have existed in twenty-five churches and congrega- 
tions, which were visited in the manner above mentioned. But the 
brethren do not ascribe these events to themselves ; they are merely in- 
struments in the divine hand in awakening the churches, who, uniting 
their efforts with them, are likewise instruments in accomplishing 
these noble results. The efficiency is all of God. “* Not unto us,”” 
they say, “not unto us, but to thy great name give glory.” 

] propose in my next number to make some observations on the 


prayer of faith. H. 


¥OR THE PILGRIM 
INDIAN RETRIBUTION 


Mr. Enviror, 

FROM a very lucid view of North-western America, as re 
cently exhibited to a “ Society of Enquiry respecting Missions,” by 
one of its members, J am permitted to extract the following anecdote. 
it formed a part of a private communication made to the writer, by 
a gentleman of intelligence and high respectability in one of our 
principal sea-ports, in answer to his enquiries respecting the “ char- 
acter, customs, language and religion of the Indians, west of the 
Stony Mountains.” 
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‘The gentleman alluded to, having spent much of his life in trad- 
ing on the North-West Coast, became intimately acquainted with 
the natives ; and at the close of his long and very interesting ac- 
count of them, he adds, “ Were I to relate half the anecdotes which 
press on my mind, when I look back to the years spent amidst the 
wild scenes of nature, far from the haunts of civilized man, I should 
swell my communication to a volume.”? The following is given in 
his own language : 

“The first time I visited the North-West Coast, the captain of 
the ship, in which I was then a junior officer, took as prisoners two 
chiefs who had been concerned in the murder of captain Hill and 
Mr. Elliot, belonging to a vessel from Boston. These chiefs he 
delivered up to another tribe with whom they were at war, and the 
mother of whose chief they had killed. ‘They were executed in our 
presence, and the execution was a scene which I shall never forget, 
and was strongly illustrative of Indian character. It took place in 
a small cove, where three American vessels were lying. Round the 
head of the cove, all the men of the tribe, nearly 1000, were col- 
lected in canoes, forming a semicircle ; the women and children 
lined the high rocks and banks, and the crews of the vessels were 
all in the shrouds and on the masts. It was a calm, sunny day in 
May, and all was still as death :—you might hear the dash of an 
oar at the distance of half a mile. The chief of the tribe, Khou, 
came along side of the ship for the prisoners, in a large war canoe, 
having with him only his brother Kilchart and another young chief, 
and two slaves to paddle the canoe. The two young chiefs were to 
be the executioners, and were entirely naked, with their daggers, 
bright as silver, glittering in their hands.* ‘The prisoners were 
placed, in a sitting posture, near the centre of the canoe, ironed 
together, the executioners standing close behind them. The canoe 
was then paddled one hundred yards from the ship, which placed 
ihem near the centre of the semicircle of canoes. ‘The most pro- 
found silence prevailed. Khou, who stood at the extremity of the 
canoe, facing the prisoners, turned from them and gave the signal 
for death. The raised daggers were instantly stalnelt into the hearts 
of the unhappy victims !—I shudder, even now, when I think of the 
appearance of those daggers, as drawn from the bodies of the mur- 
dered chiefs. They were raised in the air, with the bright handles 
clittering in the sun, and the fresh blood dripping from the points. 

nan instant all was confusion. It seemed as if the sight of blood 
had roused every ferocious feeling and savage passion in the breasts 
of the whole tribe. Men, women and children uttered a yell, hor- 
rible beyond conception, and the men rushed forward, with savage 
eagerness, to plunge their daggers into the dying bodies of the vic- 
tims. Many of them would plunge their hands into the wounds and 
then rub them on their own bodies and faces; thus giving to their 
countenances an appearance pefectly demoniacal. It was an ap- 


* These daggers were of a peculiar form and fitted for ruthless executions. 
The blade was two-edged and about fourteen inches in length, and regularly 
narrowed from the handle (where it was about three inches broad) to the 
point. 
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palling scene, but it should be remembered that the sufferers had, 
without provocation, murdered the mother of the principal chief of 
the tribe who thus executed them.” 


CONVERSATION WITH AN INFIDEL. 


“ Our hopes, our fears, 
Start up alarmed, and o’er life’s narrow verge 
Look down—on what? A fathomless abyss, 
A dark eternity. How surely ours !” 


Mr. Pitcria, 

As it seems to be my lot to travel the greatest part of the time, 
{ have in two or three instances sent you an account of my adven 
tures, in hopes that they might be useful to some of your readers. 
Since my last, I have been visiting in various places, from some of 
which you will hear in due time. But one adventure is of so singu- 
lar anature that I will relate it to you. As I was returning home from 
my last, I overtook a man on the road, who appeared to be somewhat 
fatigued, and after the usual salutation, I told him I was weary, and 
proposed that we should sit and rest us awhile on a neighbouring 
rock. To this proposal he agreed, and we sat down As it is my 
invariable custom to converse on no topic but religion, I immediate- 
ly opened the subject, by enquiring what was the state of religious 
feeling in the place where he lived. He replied that it was a matter 
in which he took no interest, and that he was not such a fool as to 
believe any thing about this nonsense, which, under the name of re- 
ligion, turned the heads of half the women and children in the coun- 
try. 

Peter. Do not believe in it! Pray tell me what you do believe in, 
and then, perhaps, we can the more readily find out wherein we dif 
fer. 

Infidel. 1 do not believe in any thing I cannot comprehend ; I do 
not believe the bible, nor any of your systems arising out of it. 

Peter. I didnot ask you what you do not believe, but what you do 
believe. If you do not believe in the existence of a God, nor the 
truth of his word, nor in any thing which you cannot comprehend, 
you certainly cannot believe in the creation of the world, nor in the 
beginning or end of any thing which exists: in fact, f do not see on 
what principles you can believe in any thing. 

Inf. 1 believe that chance governs all things, and that matter is 
eternal, though it changes its form. Nature is the God that I wor- 
ship. You christians talk about futurity; but what do you know 
about it? Nobody has ever come back from the dead to give you in- 
formation on the subject. No, sir, matter material never had a be- 
ginning, as I can find out, and I don’t see how it can ever have an 
end. lexisted in some previous form, undoubtedly, before this 
present one, and shall undoubtedly continue to exist although I may 
be unconscious of it. °*Twas by chance I was a man instead of a 
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tree, and it will be a chance, when I leave this state of existence 
whether I turn to a tree, an ox, or a horse. 

Peter. Chance then it seems is your God, so as rational creatures 
we will examine its probabilities. ‘The region of chance, when on 
the throne of Deity, is boundless ; so by chance there may be a God, 
by chance the scriptures may be true, by chance there may be a 
heaven and a hell as there described, and by chance, when you shut 
your eyes ontime, you may open them in a world of wo and misery. 
Under such circumstances your chance is desperate indeed, and— 

Inf. Sir, I should like to spend the day in gonversing with you, 
but | must go. 1 came from home this morning to look some lambs 
which had strayed away. I am somewhat fearful they have eaten 
of the ivy that grows so plentifully about here, and have got poison 
ed, or that they have been killed by dogs ; and as you see I have 
been detained till quite late, 1 must be going. 

Peter. But stop a moment, sir. A man who does not believe any 
thing he cannot comprehend, never need trouble himself about his 
sheep and lambs eating ivy. Pray tell me why you are afraid oi 
ivy? ‘To be sure it did poison sheep about a year ago, but that is no 
reason it should do so again. Chance signifies mutability, and to 
illustrate the idea, we will take a pair of dies, two square ivory 
blocks, of six sides, each numbered from one to six; now you take 
one of these, or both, and put them into a box and shake them, and 
we say itis a chance whether they come out sixes or something else. 
But should a man throw them six thousand years, and they should 
come out sixes every time, he would search for some certain cause ; 
he would think they were so contrived by the artist who made them, 
that they could come out nothing else but sixes, and they would be 
laid aside as useless in all games of chance. Now we will apply 
this to the point on which we were conversing. You say that na 
‘ure has no laws ; or otherwise, that she has no lawgiver, which is 
the same thing. Now if this is the case, there is no certainty in 
making calculations ; it is true, to be sure, that dogs a few weeks ago 
killed sheep, but that gives us no liberty to suppose they will do so 
to day ; but, on the contrary, it is very probable that your sheep 
have killed the dogs. Can you comprehend any cause or reason why 
ivy should not be as nutritious as aastae, or why sheep should not 
kill dogs as well as dogs sheep. But we will follow chance a little 
farther. Pray why do you sow and plant in May any more than in 
November? To be sure, for five or six thousand years past, winter 
and summer have come in regular rotation, and the sun has risen and 
set with such precision that men could calculate the time for years 
before it took place ; but according to your creed it was mere chance : 
and though, by the Almanac, the sun will rise to-morrow at five 


o’clock, yet it is as likely to rise at midnight, or not till ten or eleven 
o’clock in the forenoon, as at that time. ‘The seasons are divid 
ed into months, and according to our computation January is always 
a winter month, yet it is wholly by chance, and it is just as 
likely that July will be a good month for sleighing as January. 
If chance governs, as you say it does, why de you lay up wheat 
and rye, corn and potatoes, beef and pork for your family stores ! 
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It is true, if there is an unchangeable God, we might suppose, 
with confidence, that, as he has given laws to the kingdom of Na 
ture, it would invariably be subject to those laws ; and that what 
was given to man as food in the beginning, would remain as such 
through the succeeding generations of the children of men; but as 
chance governs, we cannot tell what to do. The articles enumerat- 
ed above were food last year, but they may be poison this year.— 
For instance, I am invited by you to ‘tea this evening, and a steak 
and toast furnish us with an excellent repast. But next week I 
xo, and chance has changed matters entirely ; you at the head of 
the table are dining ona “dish of oats, while the family are eating 
cut straw or hay, and your horses are eating the steak and toast.— 
You will excuse me, for I use great plainness of speech in talking 
to you. Itis not in the compass of chance, (pow ertal as you w ould 
believe it to be,) for the human intellect to debase itself so low as to 
believe and practice on the principles you have here laid down and 
avowed as your own. You say chance governs all: and then go 
and sow your ground as carefully as a christian, with wheat or rye, 
fully believing, if your word is true, that it is just as likely to send 
up thistles as any thing which you have sowed. Now does this look 
like truth ? Certainly not. Your words say one thing and your 
conduct contradicts it ; and God will judge both your ‘words and 
conduct. And now I[ request you to examine the subject a little 
more; look at that despised book called the Bible—But before we 
part, I wish to hear you repeat your creed again, for I cannot be- 
lieve yet that a rational man would really acknowledge such to be 
bis principles, after he had thought of them half an hour, as you have 
done now. 

Inf. I did not tell you my real sentiments, for I do not belie ve 
as I have stated. [ only brought forward the idea to see how you 
would combat it. No, sir, I believe there is a God supreme, who 
created all things: but I do not believe the Bible. It is so full of 
contradictions that a man must throw away his reason before he can 
subscribe to it. 

Peter. But what do you think the Bible is, and by whom was it 
written? Somebody must have written it, and they must have had 
an object in view in doing it. 

Inf. The Bible, sir, was written by designing men, for the pur- 
pose of enslaving the minds of the ignorant; tis the fruit of priest- 
craft and knavery ; it contradicts itself a hundred times over, and 
tells the mest foolish stories that can be imagined. Do you really 
believe it yourself ? , 

Peter. Why I always have, but am ready to be convinced of the 
fallacy of my faith on proper reasons being shown. You say the 
Bible is the fruit of priestcraft and knavery, therefore we may nat- 
urally conclude, when we can find a time that bad priests and 
knaves held the sway in any place, that the Bible would be circu 
lated to the utmost extent of their power. 

Inf. Yes, that would be a matter of course ; and you see now how 
many Bible Societies—— 

Peter. Stop, if you please, and answer my questions, and then you 
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may rail on Bible Societies, if you think proper. You say that 
the Bible, being written by knaves and bad priests, will of course 
circulate most where such men have most influence. Well, in the 
next place, we may take it for granted, that, as its principles are cal- 
culated to enslave the mind, and keep men in barbarous ignorance, 
where the Bible is most circulated, and read, and believed, there 
the people will be the most ignorant, barbarous, wretched and en- 
slaved. 

Inf.. Why, I den’t know : that would be the natural conclusion to 
be sure. Yes, I conclude it is so. ; 

Peter. Well, in the next place, we generally su pose mens’ wri- 
tings to be something like themselves, and as the Bible was written, 
you say, by knaves, bad priests, and bad men, of course its precepts 
would hold forth encouragement to such men, and the doctrine laid 
down would be corrupt, like its authors. 

Inf. Yes, certainly that is the case. I could point you out a dozen 
instances where the most corrupt and most dangerous 

Peter. Wait a moment longer if you please; we will now go 
back and compare the principles laid down with the facts. In the 
first place, as it was written by bad priests and knaves, so wherever, 
and whenever, they have the most influence, the Bible will have the 
most circulation. Now there is no one, we believe, so hardy as to 
deny that when the Papal power was at its height, bad men and 
knaves had the ascendency ; of course it was at that time, accord - 
ing to your theory, that the Bible was most circulated, most read, 
and most believed. But how is the fact? ‘The Bible was to be 
found in the libraries of princes and bishops alone, and there in 
another language; and it was considered as treason against the 
church for any to read the Bible, except princes, or their peers. Thus 
much for the first proposition. Now, for the second, which is, that 
where the Bible is most read, people will be the most ignorant bar- 
barous and enslaved. What is the fact ? There is no place in the 
world where the Bible is in the hands of every one so completely, as 
in the United States ; and there is no place where so large a proportion 
of the people can, and do read and believe it, as in New-England ; 
consequently, New-England people must be in the most abject state of 
slavery, barbarity and ignorance, of any people in the civilized world ; 
and the Spaniards, Portuguese and Neapolitans, must be the most 
enlightened, = and free. I will not insult you so much as to 
ask you whether you believe your own principles, but will add, 
what you well know, that the people of New-England and the Unit- 
ed States are the most free,and enlightened people within the compass 
of our knowledge ; and that the people of, Great Britain are next. 
In the United States there is no Ecclesiastical power, and in Great 
Britain it is very limited ; and the standard of moral feeling in those 
nations is thought to be higher than in any other, while it is so low in 
Naples and her dependences, that with a doubloon you might hire 
a prince royal assassinated. And now for the third proposition, 
which was,that as the writings of men were in some measure like them- 
selves, of course, if the Bible was written by bad priests, and bad 
men, its doctrine must be extremely corrupt. To begin, we will 
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‘ake the ten commandments, and [I will ask you, as a candid indivi - 
iual, to tell me wherein you could improve them, as a foundation o: 
nich to build a moral superstructure? Is there a single precept 
aid down in them which could be taken from them without lessen 
x their value ? Surely there is not. { 1 am not speaking of them as a 
rule of Christianity, but merely of civil poli icy. | On the other hand 
an you add any thing to them without injury ? {s there a — 
hing in the compass of your mind, which is there passed by, 
whieh j is not very plainly implied : ? I believe you must pre ashe 
‘dge that there is not. But leaving the Mosaic dis spensation, we 
vill come to the more immediate “object of your dislike, Jesus 
Christ. And now I ask von, with confidence, if you can say aught 
against him or his doctrine? Let but his one command go into ef- 
fect, “ds ye would that others should do unto you, do ye also the 
ame unto them,” and this earth would be a paradise. You may 
alk of all your ancient philosoph ers, and sages, and heroes, and 
moralists, and their mightiest deeds, and wisest sayings are as much 
poorer than his, as their corrupt natures were beneath divinity. — 
‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,” and thy 
neighbour as thyself. Could knavis \ priests and wicked men in- 
caueate such a principle as this? Never; no, never! Just think, 
‘his book was more than one thousand years in writing, and written 
by many different hands, all of which you say are bad, and yet if you 
want the description of such a man, a knavish or hypocritical priest, 
r layman, you will find it in the £ble, more true thanin any other 
sook in the world. it is certainly very singular that a succession 
if wicked priests should combine together for a thousand years, to 
hold themselves up to the world: (each with his name upon his fore 
iead,) to merited iniamy and deserved ¢ ‘“ontempt, and to record thei: 
own characters, and annex the punishment due to their crimes, and 
— the God ot heaven to put the curse in execution. Now real 
can you look mein the face and say you believe this. If you do. 
’ can say that your credulity is more than sufficient to believe the 
argest story in the whole book. I now wish your answer. 
Inf. Why, | have not examined the book with all the attention 
that [ might: but I found some accounts of deeds of blood and mur 
‘ler, which are repugnant to every moral principle ; and the Scrip 
tures are not necessary to tell us of God, for we can read him in the 
book of Nature ; and we have conseience in us to direct us in all 
matters, which with reason forms an invariable rule for us under al! 
circumstances. 
Peter. With shame i acknowledge that the record of men is a 
record ot crime, and the history of the best of men, generally exhibits 
ihe fact, that the best of men may err. In the Scriptures we have 
accounts of a great variety of characters; some are good and some 
the reverse. in the description of them there is neither fear, favour, 


nor affection shown; but the plain fact is related in a plain manner. 


When we read romances there is alwavs some hero, whose character 


must be maintained at every risk, and we can understand that the 
abject of the writer is to enlist the feeNngs and affections of the 


‘eader in favour of this here. The Bible has but one Hero. which is 
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the Lord Jesus Christ, and so far from exhibiting him to the world 
in the light, or character in which the romances of antiquity 
always represented their heroes; he is presented to us as a 
root out of dry ground, having no form or comeliness in him, 
whereby we should desire him; and his doctrine is so contrary to 
every feeling of nature, that it need only to be preached to he hated ; 
and ‘accordingly we find every princip sle and affection of the carnal 
mind, arrayed in opposition ‘against the « Son of Man” and his 
heavenly precepts. Now, cana rational man, like yourself, suppose 
for a moment, that a combination of hypocritical knaves, would send 
a book out to deceive the world, filling it with precepts, commands, 
and doctrine of such a nature as to insure, for ziself and its writers, 
the perfect hatred of every person into whose fiands it should fall : 
For instance, if you had some evil design to execute, and wanted 
the help of a dozen men, would you go to ‘them and tell them, “ Gen- 
tlemen, you are a vile and abominabl y set of wicked men, every im 
chy: Yo and thought of your hearts are only evil, and that continu- 
: You are a company of liars, dogs and sorcerers, a generation 
of 1 vipers, and shall not escape the damnation of hell ?”” Do you think 
you would make many proselytes with such words? Yet ‘the Bible 
comes with such language, and not in general terms only, but it 
comes to a man’s conscience, writes down his crimes with a pen of 
brass, or the point of a diamond, holds them before his face, and says, 
“thou art the man.’ Did ever hypocrisy in any other instance 
take such a form, yet this is the Bible-way to make prose! y ies, and 
you say it has been successful. Now I wish you to fax your phi 
Josoph y a little, and tell me on what principles such a mode of pro- 
cedure could be attended with success, and why it has never been 
adopted by other rogues, to accomplish other base purposes. 

Inf [ am really in sacha hurry that I cannot stay to answer your 
queries, nor do I feel prepared to answer them at pean if I had 
time; but I will think seriously of the subject, for I must acknowl- 
edge Thave looked at it superficially. 

Peter. ( wish to say a werd on your book of Nature. If you had 
time I should like to hear you read a few pages of it. For my part, 
I must say, that when I open the book of Nature, and shut the book of 
Revelation, the former is unintelligible. I want the latter for a kind 
of lexicon ; and when they are both open I can use both with advan- 
tage. But as you seem to be in great haste, I will drop the subject 
fill a future opportunity ; but I will add a word respecting conscience 
and reason. You say they are sufficient to keep us in the right 
way. If they are, for w vhat purpose, pray, are all the bars, bolts, locks 
and other apparatus, to prevent one from taking another’s property. 
Yes, and for what are soldiers enlisted, ships built, and all the fear- 
ful machinery of war put in motion, but to curb the wicked passions 
of men, because reason and conscience are insufficient ? No, friend, 
you may rest assured, that there ‘is but one principle which will su 
persede all these evils, and that is the new principle implanted ir 
the soul; the new heart, created in Christ Jesus by the powerful 
operation of the Holv Spirit of God ; a bearty belief of the doctrine 
of the Gospel as revealed by the Lord of life. and recorded in the 
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Scriptures, and a strict obedience to his commands there laid down. 
And now, as I must part with you, I commend you to God and to 
the word of his grace, hoping that you will give the subject that 
faithful attention which is required of one who 1s seeking for his life, 
and never let professors be a stumbling-block, never speak evil of 
the Master, because some who profess to be his servants are false ; 
but remember that the time is coming, yes, now is, that the Lord will 
sit among his people, as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify his people and purge away the dross from among them. And 
also reflect, that if « judgment begin at the house of God, what shall 
the end be of them who obey not the gospel.’ “ And if the righteous 
scarcely are saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear.” 
As I took his hand to say farewell, he trembled, and I could see a 
tear in hiseye. Says he, I have always had my doubts of the truth 
of this doctrine, but if it is false, where am [? Lost, forever lost! 
Pray tor me, that, if possible sucha wretch may come to the knowledge 
of the truth. He wrung my hand in the bitterness of his soul, as he 
parted from me, and I secretly prayed that God, whois rich in mercy, 
might make him a chosen vessel unto himself. Hoping this may, 
through your instrumentality, reach the heart of some poor creature 
in like condition, and that he may be made to believe to the salvation 
of his soul, I subscribe myself your unworthy fellow traveller to a 
better world than this, through the riches of free and sovereign 
grace in our Lord Jesus Christ. 


PETER VALDO. 


AS THE HYPOCRITES DO.* 


THERE is no feature in the morality of the Gospel that so much 
distinguishes it from the systems of men, and so clearly demon- 
strates its origin divine, as the modesty and humility of those who 
obey its precepts and adhere to its principles of conduct. Jesus 
Christ, its author, whose life was the fullest expression of the prac- 
tical truths which he inculeated, performed all his labours of love 
without ostentation or parade. When He came from the throne of 
heaven, to accomplish for mankind an enterprize of benevolence 
more sublime than ever was undertaken by an earthly hero, he ap- 
peared in the form of a servant; and left with his followers the ex- 
cellent maxim, “whosoever will be great among you let him be 
your minister,” er servant. Though the conduct of the christian 
who conforms strictly to the rules of religion is much of it offensive 
to men of the world, yet certain parts of it are always reputable. 
Though disinterestedness, as a principle of morality, is an unwel- 
come idea to many, and is blotted out from the tables of their theol- 
ogy, still those actions which bear its most lively impressions, are 
the same that elicit their highest esteem and admiration. Such are 
the deeds of alms and of charity, the era of which is, emphatically, 
the present age. 


* See Frontispiece. 
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There is truly a good spirit abroad in the christian world, which 
presages to humanity a glorious ascendency among the motives that 
actuate mankind. It came from Him who went about doing good 
while he sojourned with men, and is enkindling in the heart of be- 
nevolence, a flame of fellow feeling, which, 1t may be hoped, will 
never dwindle till its warmth shall be transmitted to every bosom. 
But, while the prospect that there will be a reign of heavenly char- 
ity on earth, awakens in every christian the liveiiest gratitude and 
joy, he still fears that the great adversary of men may make it an 
occasion for leading many into sin, it may be, ‘to their destruction. 
Some who really desire the approbation of God, may, amidst their 
charitable exertions and deeds of munificence, relax something 
from that scrupulous obedience which they should observe in things 
of a more private and personal nature; they may lose much of that 
spirit of devotion, which is so indispensable to the christian’s purity 
and happiness, and when lamenting the coldness of their pious af- 
fections, they may perhaps console themselves by a view of the 
active services in which they are engaged, and by the remembrance 
of the alms-deeds which they have - sl As every situation in 
this world, by the depravity that remains within us, is furnished 
with trials and temptations, so the danger of a christian’s losing his 
first love, is in some measure connected with that zeal which only 
embraces active exertions. 

But there is another class of men who are affected still more un- 
favourably by the popularity which the virtues of benevolence and 
charity have obtained. It is composed of those, who, while they 
have no genuine love to the Saviour, and no sincere desire to pro- 
mote his glory, desire at least the reputation of being his disciples. 
They see how easy it is to purchase this character, which may cost 
them a trifling portion of their earthly possessions and perhaps some 
of their time, which cannot be better employed, but not the relin- 
quishment of a single secret sin, or worldly pleasure, or ambitious 
pursuit. These are things, into which few will be disposed to in- 

uire. A man meets no spirit of persecution now for his religious 
zeal, especially if it extends no farther than common philanthropy 
would approve, to the support of the missionary exertions and hu- 
mane institutions of his country. And, when contributing to these 
objects, he may sound a trumpet before him, as the hypocrites do 
in the synagogues and in the streets. ‘The good works of the sincere, 
the humble and retiring christian, are published, that others may be 
excited to the same exertions, or animated and strengthened therein 
by knowing that they act in concert with their brethren. And thus 
an opportunity is afforded to such as would show themselves chari- 
table and humane, to make known their evidences of piety. Never 
were the times more favourable for deceiving and being deceived. 
But let hypocrites remember, that we shall be tried at the bar 
of Christ, not by human testimony, but by that record of our con- 
duct which the searcher of all hearts may have made. And let us 
all examine our motives, and see that we are not acting upon some 
eelfish principle,—that it is not the popular part of religion alone 
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that we esteem,—that we shail not be flung out of employment wiier 
we come to heaven, where there are no heathen to enlighten and 
save, and no asylums nor hospitals to support. *H*. 


ON THE IMPROPRIETY OF UNBELIEVERS CONDUCTING THE 
EXERCISE OF SINGING IN PUBLIC WORSHIP 


“CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 108.) 


Cae writer will now sit at the feet of his brethren, and patient- 
Ly hear thetr objections. 
~ Obj. ist. Is it not the duty of all men to praise God ? Does not 

the word of God call upon all to praise him ? 

/ins. Certainly ; but what is it to praise God? Is it praising 
(sod, to draw nigh to him with our mouth, and honor him with our 
lips, while our hearts are far fromhim? DoT praise the God ot 
truth, while LI sing with his people, “T[ love thy holy law,’? “and 
hind the gospel to my heart,’? while I hate the former, and reject 
he latterr Dol praise him by singing afterwards, “ My soul ab- 
sors a /ying tongue?” Let the objector answer. 

Obj. 2d. Is not singing with the church one of the means of grace 
which sinners are to use? Have not many been converted who 
have practised this : 

It is true that praise, prayer, the Lord’s Supper, reading the 
scriptures, &c. are all means of grace. But are they so if perform- 
ed contrary to the divine requirement, or only so, when performed 
according to that reqgrirement ? Certainly the latter. We only 
pervert and abuse the means of grace, if we attend to them in an 
unholy manner. The sinner is directe d to pray, but he is to “ ask 
in faith.” He is to “ repent and pray.” “ If P regard iniquity in my 
heart the Lord will not hear me.”’ So it is the duty of the sinner 
to praise God; but if he does it not as the Psalmist did, “with up- 
rightness of heart,” he uses none of the means of grace. Surely there 
can be no more connection between false professions of praise, and the 
grace of God, than there is between light and darkness, or sin and 
holiness. ‘There is indeed a precious connection between /oly 
prayer and praise, and the grace of God ; these bring us near to the 
Father of our spirits, and to all the heav enly host of worshippers.— 
These acts of devotion of the heaven born soul, are the appointed 
means to be used for the continuance of that divine life which shall 
be perfec ted in eternal glory. Destitute of this heart holiness, our 
most eloquent and solemn prayers, our most melodious psalms and 
hymns, although highly esteemed among men, are an abomination 
in the sight of the Lord. It is worthy of remark also, that the ob- 

ection involves the absurdity, that the sinner is voluntarily using 
means to obtain an end for which he has no desire. ‘To be con- 
verted, and to love God, are synonymous terms. Now the want 
of a desire to love God, is the very reason why he needs to be con 
verted. 
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it is true indeed that he who “hath mercy on whom he will have 
mercy,’ who saves us, “not according to our works, but accord- 
ing to his own purpose and grace,’ may arrest the sinner with the 
arm of his omnipotent love, in the very act of taking his holy name 
in vain, either in the street or in the place of worship. The false 
worshipper however is then made to tremble in the view of his pre- 
sumption in daring to offer a dead sacrifice to the living God, and 
strange fire which the Lord commanded him not. 

Obj. 3d. We cannot judge the heart. Every one must give ac- 
count of himself to God. We must not say fo others, stand by 
thyself, for I am holier than thou. If the church believe that there 
is no acceptable worship, but that which is spiritual ; if the truth is 
preached faithfully, and sinners are told that without faith their 
worship is vain, this is sufficient, and all that the church can do. 

It is true that we cannot perfectly or infallibly know our own 
hearts, much less the hearts of others. But, according to our di- 
vine Master’s declaration, we may know the characters of men by 
their fruits. 'We may know something of the hearts of men by their 
conversation and conduct ; for “out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh ;”’ and “out of it are the issues of life.” Our 
fellowship in the church of Christ is founded in knowledge of char- 
acter, a perception of the image of Jesus in one another. With 
many persons we have no christian fellowship, because by their 
fruits we know that they are of the world ; they have not the spirit 
of Christ, and are none of his. Accordingly, when a person proposes 
to join a church, if that church have any regard to divine rule, they 
inquire concerning his views of divine truth, the temper of his 
mind, and his general deportment, that they may obtain evidence 
of christian character, before they receive him to membership.— 
Now if this course of proceeding is scriptural and proper, if it is 
necessary in order to receive a person to fellowship in one ordi- 
nance, why is it not equally proper and necessary in order to re- 
ceive him to fellowship in another? Some utes have received 
persons to the Lord’s table without evidence of a change of heart, 
considering it as a means of grace, by which sinners may be convert- 
ed. Other churches have done so, on the principle that we cannot 
judge the heart, and it will not do for us to say to another, Stand by 
thyself, for I am holier than thou; and certainly their reasoning is 
as relevant to the case, and as forcible, as the same reasoning used 
by those who object to any discrimination of character among those 
who are called upon to unite in the ordinances of praise. 

The writer believes it to be the duty of a church of Christ, not 
only to declare the truth by preaching, exhortation, &c. but fo exhi 
bit the truth faithfully in ul its practice. Then indeed it is “the 
pillar and ground of the truth.” On all parts of our worship, and 
on all our deportment, the éruth should be visibly inscribed, in the 
plainest characters, as the deeds of men of renown were inscribed 
on the pillars of antiquity. And by our holy conformity to truth, 
we are instrumentally to maintain, and support it in the world, that 
God in all things may be glorified in his people. Now the truth we 
profess to believe respecting the subject before us, is that singing in 
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public worship is one of the spiritual sacrifices of the Lord’s house ; 
that none but spiritual persons ever offer spiritual sacrifices ; that 
“God isa Spirit; and they that worship him must worship hiss in 
spirit and in truth ;”’ that “the sacrifice of the wicked is an abomi- 
nation to the Lord.’? ‘These truths the faithful minister preaches, 
and the members declare the same. Now, does our practice agree 
with and confirm, or does it deny and render ineffectual our solemn 
declarations of these important truths ? While a church practically 
encourages unbelievers to unite with them in this part of worship, 
can that church be innocent of the charge of offering “ the lame, and 
the blind, and the halt, for sacrifice F’ Saal offering strange fire unto 
the Lord which he commanded them not ? Can that church be free 
from the charge of bringing in the uncircumcised in heart, to pollute 
the sanctuary of the Lord ? Are we not by sucha practice acces- 
sary to the affront offered the holy Majesty of heaven by the false 
worshippers ; ; and accessary also to their enhanced guilt and con- 
demnation 

Obj. 4th. Ail that unbelievers do is evil; “the ploughing of the 
wicked is sin ;”” we may as well discourage them from doing any 
thing, from reading the Scriptures, or hearing the Gospel, as to dis- 
courage them from uniting in the singing of the church. 

it is indeed a solemn and affecting truth, that “they that are in 
the flesh, cannot please God.”’ But it is nec essary to observe that 
some actions are right, and others are evi/, and by doing the latter, 
guilt is increased. The ploughing of the wicked is said to be sin, 
because he is destitute of that holy motive of regard to the glorv oi 
God, which ought to influence all our actions. The act of ploughing 
is right, and he would be more guilty it he neglected it; but if he 
should steal, the act would be evi/, and he would be more guilty for 
doing it. So the act of hearing the werd is right in itself, and the 
sinner does not aggravate his guilt by hearing the word, but by not 
believing it after he has heard. it. But his singing with the saints 
in the worship of God, is a wrong act in itself, because the very act 
is a false profession, and a violation of the divine rule of the Lord’s 
nouse. ‘The sinner therefore increases his guilt by the act, as he 
would in the case of profaning the Lord’s Supper by partaking of it 
n unbelief. 

Obj. Sth. The unrenewed by their voices may aid the devotion of 
ihe saints. 

Let the church only be convinced that the practice is unserip- 
‘ural, and this objection vanishes, for those who fear God can never 
feel their devotion increased by that which they believe to be con- 
trary to his word. 

Obj. 6th. Ifa church should proceed thus, they would drive away 
many from the preaching of the Gospel. 

Now, admitting that some, or even many, should depart offended ; 
have we authority to dispense with or alter divine rule in such a 
case? Has Jesus Christ relinquished his right to our obedience, if 
the world should be displeased with that obedience ? Or has he 
given us authority to disobey his laws, when, in our consummate 
wisdom, we judge we may thereby be more useful, and may better 
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advance his cause, which we conclude he does not sufficiently know 
how tomanage ? What is this, but to put forth unhallowed hands 
to steady the ark of God! Ifa minister of Jesus finds that the peo- 
ple will “not endure sound doctrine,” is he to prophecy smooth 
things, or continue to declare the plain truth, whether they will 
hear or forbear ? Let us remember, beloved, that “to ospey,is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken, than the fat of rams.”” If any church 
now in the practice of receiving to the Lord’s table all persons who 
are outwardly moral, should be convinced of their error, and adopt 
the scriptural rule of receiving those on/y who are “discerning the 
Lord’s body,”? many no doubt would leave them offended: but we 
should certainly commend them, let the circumstances be what they 
would; and why should we commend them? Because they now 
exhibit the truth of God in his ordinance ;_ they now act faithfully, 
according to divine rule. Let us then go and do likewise. 

We should remember that the Lord our God is a jealous God, 
and will not allow us to trifle with the least of his commandments 
with impunity. Of this we have many awful examples in his word. 
Under the former dispensation Moses was commanded to make all 
things according to the pattern shewed him in the mount. And 
under the purer dispensation of the Gospel, the disciples of Christ 
are required to observe al/ things whatsoever he has commanded 
them. When the priests and the people departed from the word of 
the Lord, the displeasure of God was manifested in judgment 
against them. “ Now these things were written for our admonition 3” 
and if God was so displeased with their disobeying those commands, 
which were only the “shadow of heavenly things’? in the Gospel 
church ; how much more must he be displeased with his people, it 
they pollute “the heavenly things themselves.” In the spiritual! 
worship of the church of Christ, we have fellowship with all the 
heavenly host. We are come unto Mount Zion, wad dots the city 
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels, to the general assembly and. church of the first 
born, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, 
and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus, the 
mediator of the new covenant.’? Now let us solemnly consider, 
whether it is proper for the church, to profess to usher into the 
presence and fellowship, of this holy company, the unholy and un- 
believing ? 

Guided then by divine truth, the writer is obliged to reply to the 
question before him, it is not proper that the exercise of singing in 
public worship, should be conducted by any except christians ; be- 
cause—Ist. It is inconsistent with the spiritual nature and design 
of the Gospel church, and exhibits a false testimony of that church, 
which is a spiritual house, where sptriteal sacrifices only are to be 
offered. 

Because, 2d. It is contrary to divine precepts, which represent it 
to be an abomination to the Lord. 

Because, 3d. It is injurious to precious souls, as it is a practical 
denial ‘of that important truth which they need most of all to know, 
viz. that all worship is vain without the heart ; it has a tendency to 
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foster their false hopes; and it increases thei guilt and condem- 
nation. 

The writer will conclude with an address to those who are in the 
practice of drawing nigh unto God with their mouth, and honoring 
him with their lips, while their hearts are far from him. 

Know thou the God thou dost profess to worship, “and serve 
him with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind; for the Lord 
searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all imaginations of the 
thoughts ; if thou seek him he will be found of thee; but if thou 
forsake him he will cast thee off forever.” 

“Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of the Lord, and be 
more ready to hear than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they con- 
sider not that they do evil. Be not rash with thy mouth, and let 
not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God ; for God is 
in heaven and thou upon earth. Better is it that thou shouldst not 
vow, than that thou shouldst vow and not pay. If thou doest well, 
shalt thou not be accepted ? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at 
the door.” Doth not the Almighty say to thee, “ what hast thou te 
do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest take my covenant 
into thy mouth, seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words 
behind thee. Praise is comely to the upright; but thou hast 
neither part nor lot in this matter, for thine heart is not right in the 
sight of God. Acquaint now thyself with him and be at peace. 
and thereby good shall come unto thee.” 


POETRY. 


** The Fiend 
Saw undelighted, all delight.” .........MILTox. 





WHAT though the painter, with transcendent skill. 
Could group successful all the charms of earth ; 
And trom the canvass truth seem radiant still, 

And life seem starting into fitful birth ;— 

His portraiture would live in vain to please 

Uh’ unheeding eye that’s blasted by disease,— 

Mhe soul that braves the spell, and feels no share 
Of the fine fervour that is kindling there. 


so Nature’s lavish hand adorns in vain 

‘The scene where man’s gay field of vision lies ; 
With carpets of alternate hue, the plain ; 

With ever changeful tapestry, the skies— 

Beauty shall vainly urge her kind control, 

Where guilt has thrown its darkness o’er the soul - 
Since twinborn virtue her dominion keeps 

in bosoms where no hellish purpose sleeps. 


Lo! orient morning wakes its lovely smile, 

And dew drops pure in glittering transport play ; 
Aurora’s feather’d band, the peaceful while, 
Strike their brisk prelude to the rising day; 
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And man, from grateful truce with earth’s affairs, 
Springs to new life, new pleasures, and new cares ; 
—But gwilty man shrinks from the hour that seems, 
lo cast its light on all his midnight schemes. 


The sun in golden state careering high, 

Proud monarch of the viewless realms above, 
Flings his effulgent brightness down the sky, 

To cheer the worlds that suppliant round him rove 
And earth,—her velvet fields and ivy bowers, 

Her silver streams, her gilded towns and towers 
Send forth a glow of gratitude for this, 

Their genial noon of beauty and of bliss. 


The pulse of animated nature swells 

fo throbs of ecstacy too big to last ; 

Even the wretch forgets the tale he tells 

Of woes and wants, till this bright hour is past. 
But should a heart be found where malice still 
Sends up its bitterness, with every thrill 

Of rising sentiment; while all seems glad, 
This sight of joy must make the ingrate sad. 


The mellow fading flush that evening throws 

On the pure bosom of some waveless lake ; 

The breeze that off the sleeping billow blows, 
And fans the fever from the shepherd’s cheek ; 
The lingering murmur round the distant quay, 
‘That seenis the plaintive death-wail of the day ;— 
They cannot of their heavenly calm impart, 

To sooth the breast that holds a cherish’d dart. 


Spirit of stainless purity and light ! 

Let thy bright glory beam upon our minds ; 

Rend the dark curtains of this rayless night, 

This ignorance that shrouds, and guilt that blinds 
We then shall see a symmetry divine, 

A fairer form on every work of thine ; 

Our ears shall list the unconscious songster’s lays, 
ur notes shall swell to more exalted praise. 


The eye that has not learn’d suspicion’s glanee, 

From the dark teachings of a soul untrue ; 

Needs not the lying mock-work of romance, 

To conjure scenes for its enamour’d view ; 

For mantling beauty blooms on all the robe, 

in which primeval nature wrapt the globe, 

And through the welkin’s space, from sun to sun, 

Che lines of harmony and grandeur run. *H 





INECDOTES, ORIGINAL AND SELECTED. 


A PARTICULAR PROVIDENCE. 


A FEW weeks since, in a town near New-Haven, as a thunder 
shower was rapidly rising and spreading over the heavens, the three 
sons of Mr. P. who were lads, ran to a hay-stack to feed the oxen 
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While employed in pulling down the hay, Mr. P. said to his wife, 
“call in the boys, for itis not safe for them to be out.’ They were 
called in. While running to the house, the oxen, finding the stack 
unguarded, went up close to it, in order to eat the hay. As the 
lads entered the door, a flash of lightning struck the stac ‘k, set it on 
fire, and killed the oxen. “Doth God care for oxen?’’? Doth he 
not care for, and preserve the children of men when exposed to dan 
ger ? 


INFIDEL ALARMED. 


AS the late Mr. Sam’! F. Bancroft, in his travels through the Can- 
adas, traversed an extensive lake of the Northern States, in a vessel 
on beard of which was Volney, notorious for his atheistical princi- 
ples, a heavy storm came on, “insomuch that the vessel was e xpect- 
ed to go down every instant, the mast having gone by the board, the 
helm being quite ungovernable, and the whole scene exhibiting 
confusion and horror. Many passengers, both male and fe male, 
were on board, but not one manifested such fearful marks of despair 
as Volnev. He threw himself on the deck, now imploring, now 1m- 
peaching the captain, and reminding him that he had engaged to 

carry him safe to his destination, and vainly threatening him in case 
of failure. As the probability of loss increased, this great mirror 
of nature began to load all his pockets with dollars, and thus, as he 
thought, was preparing himself to swim for his life. Being preven- 
ted from leaping overboard, he threw himself on the deck, “exclaim - 
ing with uplifted hands and streaming eyes :-—* Oh, mon Diew! 
mon Dieu !—qu’ est ce je ferai, qu’? est ce je ferai ? O, my God ' 
my God! what shall | do, what shall Ido! This so suprised Mr. 
Bancroft, that though the moment did not well accord with flashes 
of humour, he could not avoid addressing him, “ £h bien! Monsieur 
Volney! vous avez done un Dieu a present.” Well, Mr. Volney, 
you have a God now. To w hich Volney replied with the most 
trembling anxiety, Oh oui, oui! O yes, yes! The vessel, however, 
got safe to land ; but afterw ards, like a modern French Philosopher, 
he said those w andes escaped him in the hour of alarm, but had no 
meaning. 


Extract from a communication in the Christian Observer foi 
April, 1822. 


THE late Rev. J. W. Frercuer, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church.—* His courage and intrepidity were very remarkable.— 
‘There is an anecdote related by his bio graphers on this subject, so 
striking, that I cannot resist the temptation of presenting it to yout 
readers. Mr. Fletcher had a very profligate nephew, a military 
man, who had been dismissed from the Sardinian service for base 
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and ungentlemanly conduct. He had engaged in two or three duels, 
and dissipated his resources in a career of vice and extravajan/..— 
This desperate youth waited one day on his eldest unc'e. eneral 
de Gons, and, presenting a loaded pistol, threatened to shoot him 
unless he would immediately advance him five hundred crowns. 
The general, though a brave man, well knew what a desperado he 
had to deal with, and gave a draft for the money, at the same time 
expostulating freely with him on his conduct. The young madman 
rode off triumphantly with his ill-gotten acquisition. In the evening, 
passing the door of his youngest uncle, Mr. Fletcher, he determined 
to call on him, and began with informing him what General de Gons 
had done; and, as a proof, exhibited the draft under De Gons’ own 
hand. Mr. Fletcher took the draft from his nephew, and looked at 
it with astonishment. Then, after some remarks, putting it into his 

ocket, said,—*It strikes me, young man, that you have possessed 
yourself of this note by some indirect method ; and in honesty I can- 
not return it, but with my brother’s knowledge and approbation.” 
The nephew’s pistol was immediately at his breast. “My life,” 
replied Mr. Fletcher with perfect calmness, “is secure in the pro- 
tection of an Almighty Power ; nor will he suffer it to be the forfeit 
of my integrity, and of your rashness.”’ This firmness drew from 
the nephew the observation, that his uncle De Gons, though an old 
soldier, was more afraid of death than his brother. “Afraid of 
death,”’ rejoined Mr. Fletcher ; “do you think I have been twenty 
five years the minister of the Lord of Life, to be afraid of death 
nowr No,sir: itis for you to fear death. Vow are a gamester 
and cheat, yet call yourselfa gentleman ! You area seducer of female 
innocence, and still say you are a gentleman! You are a duellist, 
and for this call yourself a man of honor! Look there, sir; the 
broad eye of heaven is fixed upon us. ‘Tremble in the presence of 
your Maker, who can in a ‘moment kill your body, and forever pun- 
ish your soul in hell.”? The unhappy man turned pale, and trembled 
alternately with fear and rage. He still threatened his uncle with 
instant death. Fletcher, though thus menaced, gave no alarm. 
sought for no weapon, and attempted not to escape. He calmly 
conversed with his profligate relation; and at length perceiving 
him to be affected, addressed him in language truly parental, till he 
had fairly disarmed and subdued him. He would not return his 
brother’s draft, but engaged to procure for the young man some im- 
mediate relief. He then prayed with him, and, after fulfilling his 
promise of assistance, parted with him, with much good advice on 
one side, and many fair promises on the other. 

The power of courage, founded on piety and principle, together 
with its influence in overcoming the wildest and most desperate 
profiigacy, were never more finely illustrated than by this anecdote. 
{t deserves to be put into the hands of every self-styled “man of 
honour,” to show him how far superior is the courage that dares to 
die, though it dares not sin, to the boasted prowess of .a mere man 
of the world. How utterly contemptible does the desperation of a 
‘duellist appear, when contrasted with the noble intrepidity of such 
+ Christian soldier as the humble Vicar of Madeley !” 
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158 Anecdotes 
ORIGINAL SIN 


I OVERNEARD a discourse, something like altercation between 
the deacon, his sons and servants. Some one had informed him that 
cattle had broken into his cornfield, and were making great ravages. 
His servants were ordered to make haste and turn them out and 
repair the breach. “Flow came they there?” cried one.—« Which 
way did they get in °” cries another. “It is impossible, the fences 
are : good,” says a third. ‘ Don’t stand here talking to no purpose, 9 
cries the deacon, with i increasing earnestness. “ They are in the 
field destroying the corn, I see them, with my own eyes. Out with 
them speedily, and put up the fence.” As I approached him he 
began to be more calm. “ Your pardon, sir—those fellows have 
quite vexed me. They make me think of our parson’s sermon on 
the origin of sin—spending his time in needlessly inquiring how if 

came into the world, while he oug ght to be exhorting us to drive it 
out.” “ Your observation is just,” said I, “and your directions to 
your servants contain sound orthodox doctrine—a good practica! 
improvement to the discourse we have heard to- day.” 

«“ So the thought strikes me,’ ’ replied | the deacon—“ I will hint it 


to our preacher,” “and I to the verge in general.”"—« Go ye into 
all the world and preach the gospel, “y e 
Col. Star. ZETHAR 
— 


MISSIONARY ANECDOTE. 


THE late Mr. Wi ieniger, a Moravian Missionary who spent sev 
eral years in Egypt, gives the following account of an interview with 
a Mahomedan of distinction : : 

While on a visit to Benessa, Mr. Wieniger, accompanied by one 
or two of his fellow Missionaries, one day” took a walk ina ‘large 
garden on the Nile. While admiring the beauty and magnificence 
of the place, its proprietor, a rich Aga, attired in all the splendor of 

eastern costume, met them, and received them with great courtesy, 
inquiring who they were, and whether they were all brethren.— 
Having received an answer to these questions, he addressed Mr. W. 
and asked, “« Why do you wear a beard, and not your brethren } 
You are cer tainly ; a priest.” Aware of the extreme danger of speak 
ing on religious subjects with Mahomedans, Mr. W. replied, that 
wearing a beard was a mere matter of convenience. 

This answer did not satisfy the Aga, but he continued the con- 
versation in the following manner: “ You area priest; do not 
keep me longer in suspense. I have prayed to God Almighty, to 
make me acquainted with a man who could tell me what I might do 
to be saved; and ft have received an answer from God, that a man 
would come into my garden who would tell me what to do. Iam 
convinced yor are that man; and now tell me plainly.” The Mis 
sionary re pli ied, that he would not presume to teach a Mahomedan ; 
but directed him to seek instruction from his own priest. “No: 
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rejoined the Aga, “Iam firmly convinced that I,and ail followers 
of Mahomed are not in the right way ; there must be another way 
to salvation ; and this you must declare to me. J am well aware 
that we shall both be put to death if our present conversation is di- 
vulged ; but be not afraid, you have to do with an honest man who 
will not hurt you.” He spoke with such visible emotion as greatly 
affected the Missionary, who could refrain no longer, but said, « I 
will tell you what a Christian must do to be saved.’ At these 
words he took Mr. W. by the hand, and led him to a fig-tree, say- 
ing, “Come, thou man of God! Here, on this spot, where I have 
so often prayed to God, you shall tell me what I shall do.” 

The Missionary now laid aside all reserve, and discoursed with 
him on the creation of the world, the fall of man, and his recovery 
by the redemption of Christ. ‘The Aga listened with astonishment, 
and, amidst a flood of tears, exclaimed, “O Jesus! who is seated at 
the right hand of God, have mercy upon me. Be my Saviour also!” 
After a pause, he continued: “ Yes, Lord Jesus, [ behold thee as 
wounded and crucified for my sins ; now thou art become my Sa- 
viour.”” 

Mr. W. and his brethren retired, silently admiring the ways of 
Divine Wisdom, and earnestly supplicating mercy for this Ma- 
homedan, whose eyes seemed in a great measure opened, to see his 
danger as a sinner, and his need of a Saviour. 

Before the break of day next morning this Aga stood at the door 
of the Missionaries’ dwelling, attended by a numerous retinue. 
This greatly alarmed Mr. W. who eacenthe: bet of the house, and 
thus accosted him: “ Why do you bring so many people with you ?” 
He answered: “ These people are my Mamelucs; they know noth- 
ing of our conversation, and have orders to wait in the street till I 
return. I could not endure to be without you and your brethren’s 
company ; and have not slept the whole night for joy.” 

While the Missionaries continued in the country, this Aga ap- 
proved himself their sincere friend, and as far as they could judge, 
remained faithful to the light he had received ; though he did not 
make a public profession of Christianity. ISLE. 
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JEWISH EMIGRANTS. 


Philadelphia, August 20. 

A company of German emigrants, eighty-four in number, passed 
through this city on Saturday morning, on their way to Ohio. We 
are informed that they profess the Jewish faith, but what is most 
remarkable is, they all make up one family, consisting of grandfath 
ers, grandmothers, sons, daughters, sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, 
grand children, &c. all connected. They appear to be rich for set- 
tlers, having brought with them from Germany, waggons, harness, 
and various kinds of goods, wares and merchandise, sufficient to 
fill ten baggage waggons. In two of the waggons, it must howeve: 








Se am 








es ces 


OO a BE 








ou Miscellaneous Articles. 


ve observed, they found room to deposit the children. ‘The me: 


and women trudged on foot. The long beards, broad brimmed hats, 


«mall-clothes and short coats of the former, with the drugget bed 
zowns, and red under dress of the latter, gave the whole group a 
singularity of aspect, such as was well calculated to arrest the at 
tention of the passing traveller. [ Union. 


ORDINATION OF MISSIONARIES. 


CHE Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, will hold 
‘heir annual meeting at New-Haven, on T hursday the 12th of Sep 
tember, the day after Commencement, in Yale College. Dr. Proud- 
Ait of Sialows. | is appointed to preach before the Board. The Rev. 
President Moore of Amherst, Mass. is appointed his substitute.— 
Besides the ordinary business of the Board, Messrs. William Good- 
ell, William Richards and Artemas Bishop, are to be ordained as 
Ministers of the Gospel, with a view to their being sent as Mission- 
iries among the heathen. Mr. G. is assigned to the Palestine 
Mission. Messrs. Bishop, and Richards, to the Sandwich Islands. 
Public exercises to commence at 10 o’clock, A. M. Dr. Miller, of 
Princeton. is appointed to preach the Ordination Sermon. 


COMMUNICATION 


URDAINED at Southold, (Long [sland,) on the 15th insiant. 
Mr. John Hallet, to the office of Pastor of the Baptist Church in 
hat place. ‘The Sermon was preached by Elder Frederick Wight- 
man, Middletown, Conn. The Ordaining Prayer by Elder Enoch 
(ireen, Berlin, Conn. Elder Samuel Miller of Meriden, Conn. 
gave the Charge. Elder Wightman gave the right hand of Fellow- 
ship, and Mr. Enoch Green, Jr. of Middletown, made the conclud- 
mg Praver. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


J Ages’ answer to one of our correspondents has been received. But as 


the whole original communication had not appeared before Adéa¢gos sent in his 


‘eply, we think proper to suspe nd its public ation. 
Most freely de we invite a discussion of this subject 


rO SUBSCRIBERS 


We regret that some pieces in this number are so lengthy as to exclude 


that variety which our pages will usuallv present 
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** And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voiee, 


Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.”—Acts vii. 60. 














